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The PLAN Jeffco Monthly September 2024

Happy Equinox, Happy Autumn. This is your editor’s favourite month, when
the days are warm and the nights so cool. The sounds in the high country

have changed, from the buzzing of hummingbirds to the bugle of elk.
Jeffco Open Space Parks are open one hour before sunrise until one hour

after sunset, so use those hours to enjoy the park experience.

PLAN Jeffco is a non- ​profit citizen organization, based in Jefferson County
Colorado. More than 50 years ago, PLAN Jeffco was established for this purpose:
from Article 1 of our Bylaws, “The purpose of PLAN Jeffco is to advocate for and

take actions to conserve and preserve open space lands in Jefferson County.”
Since that time PLAN Jeffco has advocated for conservation of open spaces.

PLAN Jeffco authored the “ Open Space Resolution” ballot initiative in 1972 that
provided a one-half percent sales tax in Jefferson County to establish the award-

winning Jefferson County Open Space program.
https://planj ​effco.org/

What's New in the Blogosphere?

Shadow Mountain Bike Park Denied             https://planjeffco.org/shadow-
mountain-bike-park-denied/
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In a seven to zero unanimous decision, last night the Jeffco Planning Commission
denied Resolution 23-102980RZ, the Special Use request from the Shadow
Mountain Bike Park. If you’ve been following this development, or if you’re an avid
downhill mountain biker, then you’re already aware of the decision – but for
everyone else, here’s a bit of background and why the request was denied…

Miles and Miles of Trails      https://planjeffco.org/miles-and-miles-of-trails/
Have you ever wondered how many miles of trails are included in our Jeffco
Open Space parks? Can you guess how many acres have been preserved? or
how much land is under direct management by JCOS? Here’s the place to find
out…

The Invasives – Poison Hemlock & Cow
Parsley https://planjeffco.org/the-invasives-poison-hemlock-cow-parsley/
It’s time for a change of pace. Today we’re going to talk about two invasive plants
that look so similar but which have drastically different consequences. Both can
be found in our Open Space parks. Poison Hemlock v. Cow Parsley — can you
tell the difference? It's important that you do...

Clear Creek Canyon Park - Huntsman Segment - Construction Update
9.19.2024           (video)
Jeff Hoge, Construction Manager, gives an update on the Huntsman segment of
the Clear Creek Canyon trail. This 3-mile segment of ADA compliant trail will
connect the west side of Tunnel 1 to Huntsman Gulch. It will include seven new
bridges spanning Clear Creek, one new bridge over US Highway 6, one new
underpass beneath US Highway 6, multiple creek access points, as well as two
new trailheads with full amenities and parking for approximately 100 vehicles.
Construction broke ground in July 2022 and is expected to open to the public in
2025.

Thank you for staying with us as we navigate the massive changes to PLAN Jeffco
following the loss of our long-time Board members Ann Bonnell and John Litz.

These changes were inevitable but nonetheless unexpected.

PLAN Jeffco has openings on the Board. We would love to hear from you, we
would like to hear your thoughts, we would like you to consider a Board

position. If you’re interested in exploring this possibility, drop us an email at
ContactUs@PLANJeffco.org

Did you forget to renew your membership? Click on
the button below and get caught up!

Join or Renew My Membership

https://planjeffco.org/miles-and-miles-of-trails/
https://planjeffco.org/the-invasives-poison-hemlock-cow-parsley/
https://youtu.be/OhjohpXVwwo?feature=shared
mailto:ContactUs@PLANJeffco.org
https://planjeffco.org/help-2/


North Table Open Space Park: Lava flows formed North Table Mountain and its sister mesa, South
Table Mountain, about 60 million years ago. Today, North Table Mountain Park visitors enjoy
panoramic views, 15-plus miles of trails and breath-taking rock climbing.

Other New Stuff on the Website

Stay up-to-date with what's happening at the PJ Board meetings

PLAN Jeffco August Board Meeting Minutes 8/15/2024 – FINAL
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/pj-board-meeting-minutes-8-15-2024-final/  

Missed a PLAN Jeffco Monthly newsletter? Find them here...

PLAN Jeffco Monthly – August 2024
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-august-2024/

PLAN Jeffco Monthly – July 2024
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-july-2024/

PLAN Jeffco Monthly – June 2024
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-june-2024/

PLAN Jeffco Monthly – May 2024
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-may-2024/

What’s been happening at the Open Space Advisory Committee
(OSAC) meetings...

Regular Open Space Advisory Committee in-office meetings are generally held
on the first Thursday of every other month, starting at 6:00 PM.

https://www.jeffco.us/1581/Advisory-Committee
Alternate month meetings are in the field. We have been assured that these in-

the-field meetings are open to the public; the times and locations should be
published on the County calendar.

Thursday, September 5. 2024, 6PM. Ponderosa Room, Jeffco Open Space, 700
Jefferson County Pkwy, Golden.

https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-august-2024/
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-july-2024/
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-june-2024/
https://planjeffco.org/portfolio-item/plan-jeffco-monthly-may-2024/
https://www.jeffco.us/1581/Advisory-Committee


Information Item: Overview and Timeline of the Resident Survey. Rachel
Brenna presented the proposed questionnaire which will be sent out to 10,000
Jefferson County residents in the near future for OSAC review.

Action Item: Evergreen Park & Recreation District, Deed of Kittredge Park
JCOSD24-13, Resolution #24-15. Hillary Merritt described the finalization of the
Kittridge Community Park property survey surrounding Bear Creek. Public areas
are now to the north of the Creek, private properties to the south.

Action Item: Lookout Mountain Preserve – Public Service Company EV
Charging Station Easement JCOS24-14, Resolution #24-16. Hillary Merritt
described the agreement between JCOS and PSCo regarding installation of
public EV charging stations near the Nature Center. PSCo plus a grant will pay
for over half the cost for installation. JCOS must grant the easement in perpetuity
and guarantee at least four charging stations. After 5 years the agreement will be
evaluated.

PSCo Construction Allowance $19,000
Charge Ahead Colorado Grant $25,000
JCOS Contribution $21,000
Total Cost – Equipment & Installation $65,000

 
Thursday, October 3. 2024, in the field. https://www.jeffco.us//Calendar.aspx?EID=12380
Agenda available at : https://pub-jeffco.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=33ea9591-
47ea-4906-a91b-e90c54dbf615&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English

Thursday, November 7, 2024, 6PM. Ponderosa Room, Jeffco Open Space, 700
Jefferson County Pkwy, Golden.

Find all available past meeting documents & videos at https://www.jeffco.us/4528/Past-
Meeting-Videos-and-Documents

Open Space Activities

Know Before You Go
Check these sites for additional information on Park and Trail closures, openings, and
other operations that may impact your Jeffco Open Space Park experience...

JCOS Alerts & Closures          JCOS News Releases              JCOS Newsletters

 Jeffco Open Space Construction Updates

Quarry Fire Suppression Repair. The Quarry fire was declared contained in August,
but the aftermath continues. JCOS Trails, Park Services, and Natural Resources teams
have been working to repair the large disturbances that were created while fighting the
fire in Deer Creek Open Space Park. Repairs include slope and soil stabilization,
erosion control (matting and mulching), native seeding, riparian channel repair, and
rebuilding trails. Repair and recovery will continue through the rest of the year into
2025, to include (but not limited to) targeted native plantings while monitoring the
recovery of the area. South Valley and Hildebrand parks have reopened, but the
Rattlesnake Gulch and Black Bear trails remain closed while JCOS continues to assess
the damage and develop repair plans.

Elk Meadow Stagecoach Trailhead. The Stagecoach trailhead is being rebuilt. The
work is being done by Western States Reclamation and their subcontractors. On the
to-do list is an expanded parking lot, updated amenities, new centrally located
restrooms, an enhanced road crossing, and restoration of low-use and closed areas
near the trailhead. This work is expected to extend through the summer of 2025. In the
meantime, the Lewis Ridge Trailhead will be the primary entry point into the park.

Trails Stewardship Team Wrapup. The 2024 season was a good one for this year’s
TST group. During the summer, they managed to complete a variety of projects in

https://www.jeffco.us/Calendar.aspx?EID=12380
https://pub-jeffco.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=33ea9591-47ea-4906-a91b-e90c54dbf615&Agenda=Agenda&lang=English
https://www.jeffco.us/4528/Past-Meeting-Videos-and-Documents
https://www.jeffco.us/1531/Alerts-Closures
https://www.jeffco.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?CID=25
https://www.jeffco.us/1564/Newsletters


multiple locations:
·       Hildebrand Ranch, finished 2 miles of tread, enhancing trail usability and
sustainability for all users;
·       Crown Hill Wildlife Area, undertook 0.7 miles of tread clean-up and corridor
clearing, ensuring the trail remains safe and inviting;
·       Lookout Mountain, a total of 0.3 miles of new trail was constructed, providing a
sustainable path between the North Launch and South Launch for paragliders and
hang gliders, plus 0.9 miles of undesignated trail were closed to protect natural
resources;
·       Lair O’ the Bear Park, successfully closed 1,100 feet of undesignated trail, helping
to preserve the natural habitat and reduce the impact on the ecosystem;
·       South Table Mountain Park, Lava Loop Trail, cleared vegetation from 2 miles of
tread, maintaining the trail’s condition and improving the user experience;
·       Black Bear Trail, cleared 4.5 miles of tread of vegetation after the raptor nesting
closure was lifted;
·       Lakewood Open Space, in a critical fire mitigation effort, the team treated 2.16
acres, creating nearly a mile of a 20-foot buffer to reduce wildfire risks and protect the
surrounding community.

The Trails Stewardship Team program is one of the better community programs
sponsored by JCOS. It teaches teens about conservation, strengthening the
commitment to preserving and enhancing the natural beauty and usability of our public
lands.

Gateway Trailhead, Clear Creek Trail was the location for a first-in-Colorado featured
stop on the National Engineering & Public Works Roadshow – a national event hosted
jointly by American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), The American Public
Works Association (APWA), and the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). The
Gateway Trailhead, and specifically the Peaks to Plains Trail, were selected to
celebrate the complexity of design and the impact engineers have on communities and
quality of life issues for the public.

Snow Removal Preparedness starts now. This is Colorado; it’s never easy to predict
when the first snow of the year will fall. Right now, La Niña appears to be building,
which might mean we’re in for a wet and cold winter in most U.S. locations.
Nonetheless, the JCOS field staff will be doing their best to keep our trailheads,
facilities and paved trails accessible and safe during snowy weather. If you’re intent on
hiking when there’s snow and ice on the trails, don’t forget to bring your crampons – or
snowshoes, depending on the snow depth!

South Table Mountain Trail rerouting. Our fabulous Volunteers, managed by the
JCOS Trails Team, spent the better part of this summer constructing a reroute of the
“To Fossil” trail. The rerouting better aligned the trail with the slope of the mountain and
set up a better connection to the T-Rex Tooth trail. Kudos to our Volunteers!

Lookout Mountain Nighttime Closures. Changes are coming to one of the Front
Range's most scenic roads. Jefferson County officials will soon close Lookout
Mountain Road at night. Jefferson County Open Space is making progress on new
automated night-time gates that will close the road beginning Nov. 11. The four-mile
stretch of Lookout Mountain Road will be closed on the east [downhill] side, up the road
from Golden, at the Chimney Gulch Trail pullout. The west [uphill] gate will be around
Lookout Mountain Park, [near] the Buffalo Bill Museum.

 Jeffco Open Space Science & Social Events
Flying J Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse* Inventory. The JCOS Natural
Resources team spent time at Flying J Ranch, inventorying the jumping mice who
inhabit this area. This was a follow-up to a 2001 study, which found 40 jumping mice
on the property. At that time, it was impossible to positively determine if the 40 mice
were all Preble’s, or if some of them were Western jumping mice (who knew there were
two types of jumping mice in our parks?). This time, using poop and DNA, the NR team
will be able to positively confirm who is who of the 16 jumping mice captured. In
addition to jumping mice, the NR team caught deer mice, montane voles, house mice,
meadow voles, and one very spicy short-tailed weasel, aka ermine. 

* The Preble’s meadow jumping mouse is on the List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife under The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Critical habitat for
the Preble’s mouse includes approximately 411 miles of rivers and streams and
34,935 acres of lands in Colorado.

Seed Collection Season. The JCOS Natural Resources team has been busy with

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email#


seed collections; they hosted 8 collections this year, utilizing staff, Volunteers, and
even partnering with the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP)
staff. Collected seed is cleaned and then grown into plant stock which is used on future
restoration projects.

Conifer Cone Collection Workshop. The JCOS Natural Resources team is
developing advanced methods of seed collecting from our Front Range conifer
species. They attended a collaborative workshop with Boulder County, Denver
Mountain Parks, CSU Extension, the Nature Conservancy, the Colorado Forest
Restoration Institute, and New Mexico Highlands University. Topics included beginning
how to set up a conifer cone collection plan, strategy and capacity, and how to
successfully plan and implement conifer cone collections. Colorado, specifically the
Front Range, is lacking is seed supplies for reforestation efforts following wildfires;
JCOS hopes to shrink that gap.

Mountain Bike Courtesy Efforts. No one likes a rude mountain biker, least of all
JCOS. With the assistance of various high school coaches, the JCOS Park Permit
team and some of the JCOS Rangers implemented a trail and safety orientation for
student athletes. This program aims to ensure that these young riders are not only
excellent stewards of the parks but also safe and courteous with all visitors. Those who
have completed the orientation are identified by a light blue card (credit card size)
attached to the bike.

Volunteer BBQ Celebration. The annual end-of-summer Volunteer Picnic was a hit,
despite the rain, which was welcomed by everyone who had been concerned about the
very dry days preceding the event. The picnic shelter was filled with contented
Volunteers who feasted on foods cooked and delivered by JCOS staff. Toward the end
of the afternoon, the rain gave way to a double rainbow, as everyone lined up at the ice
cream truck for dessert.

Garden Work at Boettcher Mansion. JCOS Trails team, comprised of nine Trails
Volunteers, joined Boettcher Mansion’s regular Gardener Volunteers to dig up
overgrown weeds and grasses from a garden bed and get it prepped for planting next
spring. Additionally, they were able to move existing rocks from the property to the
garden; they are now showcase pieces. Charles Boettcher would have been proud of
this team for re-using existing materials found on the mountain in a new and beautiful
way; exactly what he did with many of the local granite rocks used to build the historic
mansion walls in 1917.

New Tiger Salamander Population. Alderfer/Three Sisters was the location where a
western tiger salamander, the Colorado State amphibian and the only salamander
species known to occur within the State of Colorado, was found. While western tiger
salamanders have been found elsewhere, this was the first vouchered record of the
species in the park. This salamander, a juvenile, had recently completed its
metamorphosis from an aquatic larva, and will probably remain at or near its natal
wetland. In time, it may migrate to an upland area to forage for worms and insects. The
adult tiger salamander will spend most of its time underground, living in “borrowed”
burrows or digging their own.

Buffalo Bill Days Parade. Saturday, July 27th, JCOS staff and 9 Volunteers marched
down Washington Avenue to celebrate Golden’s Buffalo Bill Days.

Carnation Festival Parade. Saturday, August 10th, JCOS staff and Volunteers
marched down 38th Avenue to celebrate Wheat Ridge’s Carnation Festival, winning an
award in the process.

Arvada Harvest Festival Parade. Saturday, September 7th, 11 Volunteer park hosts
joined JCOS staffers to march in the parade and to share stewardship messages with
festival attendees post-parade. Cheers to our Open Space Volunteers, who provide so
much people power to JCOS.



County News & Happenings

Jeffco Open Space Calendar        https://www.jeffco.us/calendar.aspx?CID=26#next

Jeffco Open Space Plans & Projects  https://www.jeffco.us/1585/Plans-Projects

Jeffco Fairgrounds – CSU Extension   https://www.jeffco.us/calendar.aspx?CID=27

Jefferson County – Sustainability Commission    
https://www.jeffco.us/3406/Sustainability-Commission
Jefferson County – COVID-19 Updates                   
https://www.jeffco.us/3999/Coronavirus-Disease-2019-COVID-19

TOGETHER JEFFCO        https://togetherjeffco.com/
Together Jeffco is a two-year process which combines efforts to update the Comprehensive Plan

(CP), Transportation and Mobility Plan (TMP), Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP),
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan Evacuation Annex (CEMP EA), and development

regulations to create a Unified Land Use Code (ULUC).

Here’s what has happened or is happening now:
The Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) and the Evacuation Annex (EA)
Drafts are available for public review

Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) PDF
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan's Evacuation Annex (EA) PDF

Our Conservation Partners

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
https://cpw.state.co.us                   https://www.facebook.com/CoParksWildlife

Colorado Trail Explorer (COTREX) app adds new wildfire alert feature for outdoor recreationists

News & Media https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/NewsMedia.aspx
CPW Podcasts https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/CPW-Podcast.aspx
eNews & Social Media https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/socialmedia.aspx
News Releases https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/NewsReleases.aspx

 

Jefferson Conservation District
https://www.jeffersoncd.com/news-events
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Bird Conservancy of the Rockies
https://www.birdconservancy.org  https://www.facebook.com/birdconservancy

The Bird Conservancy of the Rockies September e-newsletter has landed. Get your
copy at https://www.birdconservancy.org/get-involved/enews/sign-up-form/
 
News releases at https://www.birdconservancy.org/news-and-events/press-releases/
Travel Opportunities at https://www.birdconservancy.org/get-involved/take-a-birding-tour/
Activity Calendar at https://www.birdconservancy.org/events/
Bird Conservancy Blog at https://www.birdconservancy.org/news-and-events/

Denver Audubon
https://denveraudubon.org           https://www.facebook.com/denveraudubon/

13th Annual HOOTenanny Owl and Music Festival, September 28th, 10AM to 2PM.
Denver Audubon Kingery Nature Center, 11280 Waterton Rd, Littleton, CO 80125..

Tickets on sale now.

What We’re About at https://denveraudubon.org/about-us/ 
Denver Audubon Blog at https://denveraudubon.org/blog/

 Colorado Open Lands
https://coloradoopenlands.org/             https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoOpenLands

Conserved Property Visit & Hike, Fairplay, Friday, 9/27. Additional details, registration
required.
Conservation Exploration – A family-friendly open house, Wheat Ridge, Saturday, 10/09.
For more information go here.
2024 Conserved Colorado Guide, 2024 summer guide that directs readers to local products
and services from, and recreation opportunities on, conserved land across the state.
Download here.
 
Newsletters and Publications https://coloradoopenlands.org/publications/
More Conservation Updates at https://coloradoopenlands.org/latest-news/

 

Mountain Area Land Trust
https://savetheland.org/news/    https://www.facebook.com/MountainAreaLandTrustCO

Flying J Ranch History & Conservation Hike, Thursday 10/03, 9-11AM Registration
required: malt@savetheland.org
Save the Date – A night of Magic in the Meadow, Saturday 6/21/2025, 5-9PM

Spring 2024 Newsletter      https://savetheland.org/spring-2024-newsletter/
Read about more News and Success Stories at https://savetheland.org/news/

Keep It Colorado
https://www.keepitco.org/               

KIC will be celebrating its 5th year anniversary on Wednesday, October 2 nd, 4-6PM.

Annual Policy Summit, October 2. Read more here.

News & Press Releases at https://www.keepitco.org/whats-new
Event Highlights at https://www.keepitco.org/out-and-about-event-highlights 
Land Trust Events at https://www.keepitco.org/land-trust-events 
Coalition & Industry Events at https://www.keepitco.org/coalition-industry-events 
The Source Newsletter at https://www.keepitco.org/the-source-newsletter

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email
https://www.birdconservancy.org
https://www.facebook.com/birdconservancy
https://www.birdconservancy.org/get-involved/enews/sign-up-form/
https://www.birdconservancy.org/news-and-events/press-releases/
https://www.birdconservancy.org/get-involved/take-a-birding-tour/
https://www.birdconservancy.org/events/
https://www.birdconservancy.org/news-and-events/
https://denveraudubon.org
https://www.facebook.com/denveraudubon/
https://denveraudubon.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/denveraudubon/eventRegistration.jsp?event=12300&
https://denveraudubon.org/about-us/
https://denveraudubon.org/blog/
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email
https://coloradoopenlands.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoOpenLands
https://coloradoopenlands.org/outreach-events/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/940defa2dc9846aebfce6858225d87dc
https://coloradoopenlands.org/conservation-exploration/
https://douglaslandconservancy.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9c6538b091109acbfc638b5f4&id=04b17f133a&e=750c59ec3c
https://coloradoopenlands.org/publications/
https://coloradoopenlands.org/latest-news/
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email
https://savetheland.org/news/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainAreaLandTrustCO
mailto:malt@savetheland.org
https://savetheland.org/spring-2024-newsletter/
https://savetheland.org/news/
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email
https://www.keepitco.org/
https://www.keepitco.org/coalition-industry-events/2024/10/2/annual-policy-summit
https://www.keepitco.org/whats-new
https://www.keepitco.org/out-and-about-event-highlights
https://www.keepitco.org/land-trust-events
https://www.keepitco.org/coalition-industry-events
https://www.keepitco.org/the-source-newsletter


 

Douglas Land Conservancy

https://douglaslandconservancy.org/      

Guided Hikes & Educational Events at https://douglaslandconservancy.org/guided-hikes-
educational-events/
Decode DC Outdoors at https://douglaslandconservancy.org/decode-dc-outdoors/
News at https://douglaslandconservancy.org/news/

City of Golden

https://www.cityofgolden.gov

Events calendar: all events are posted on the Golden Events Calendar.
Council meetings are available, watch live or recorded on the City's Meetings and Agendas page.
 

Stewards of Golden Open Space            
https://stewardsofgolden.org/

Map of the Golden Open Space Parks  – click here.
              Biological Survey of Golden Open Space Survey, Colorado Natural Heritage Program (pdf)
              Common Native Plants of the Greater Golden Area (pdf)
              Golden Rocks: The Geology and Mining History of Golden, Colorado (pdf)
Accomplishments: https://stewardsofgolden.org/accomplishments

 

Front Range Trails Conservancy

https://frtrails.org/

A nonprofit that protects and advances public lands along Colorado's Front Range by
effecting equitable, effective, and lasting change through trail and advocacy projects.
Trail building schedule: https://frtrails.org/projects

SOLVE (Save Open Lands, Vistas and the Environment)

PLAN Jeffco’s sister organization in Clear Creek County
http://www.solveccc.org

SOLVE member meetings  on the 3rd Tuesday of the month, 6:30 PM in-person, United
Center, Idaho Springs.
Save the Date: Fall Foliage Relay Race, 1 st Friday of September ’24.

Follow the postings from other conservation groups, listed
at the bottom of each of our web pages

https://www.PLANJeffco.org

Colorado Open Space Alliance (COSA)
Colorado Native Plant Society
Douglas Land Conservancy
Bird Conservancy of the Rockies
Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust

        

WANT TO SUPPORT OUR WORK?

https://douglaslandconservancy.org/
https://douglaslandconservancy.org/guided-hikes-educational-events/
https://douglaslandconservancy.org/decode-dc-outdoors/
https://douglaslandconservancy.org/news/
https://www.cityofgolden.gov
https://www.goldentoday.com/calendar/?ref=goldentoday.com
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WATCH THIS SPACE...Local Goings-on

Denver Water is in the process of transferring  45 miles of the 71-mile-long High Line Canal
to Arapahoe County. The canal winds through 11 jurisdictions, from Waterton Canyon in
Douglas County to northeast Aurora. The High Line Canal Conservancy, formed in 2014 to
protect the canal, will hold the conservation easement for the 45 miles given to Arapahoe
County, ensuring that the canal will be maintained as an open space park and trail, and will
never be developed.
https://denvergazette.com/outtherecolorado/aurora/denver-water-high-line-canal-arapahoe-
county-conservation-easement/article_e7418bbe-2f3a-11ef-8424-c3a7173bac88.html

Bear Creek Reservoir Expansion Proposal
https://www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/Community-Resources/Projects/Bear-
Creek-Reservoir-expansion-proposal

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Colorado Water Conservation Board are
conducting a feasibility study about making changes to increase water storage and reservoir
size at Bear Creek Reservoir in Bear Creek Lake Park. For more information, visit
https://cwcb.colorado.gov/bearcreeklake   

The state expects the Army Corps to finish the key studies, remove some of the less
promising alternatives, and go back to the public for meetings talking about a new project
scope sometime this year: https://coloradosun.com/2024/01/25/bear-creek-lake-expansion-
neighborhood-fight-lakewood/

 
Gross Reservoir Updates   
https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir

Blast notices are being sent out the mornings of schedule blast activities. For addition
information go to https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir 
Gross Dam Road is open for public use, read more here.

Stay up to date: https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir/news
Recreation Activity Impact: https://www.denverwater.org/recreation/gross-resevoir
Project Information & Imact: https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir
 
 
Shadow Mountain (formerly Full Send) Bike Ranch Updates
https://shadowmountainbikepark.com/

Status: final Planning Commission hearing held on 9/24, Special Use request #23-
102980RZ was denied.

https://planjeffco.org/help-2/
https://denvergazette.com/outtherecolorado/aurora/denver-water-high-line-canal-arapahoe-county-conservation-easement/article_e7418bbe-2f3a-11ef-8424-c3a7173bac88.html
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https://www.lakewood.org/Government/Departments/Community-Resources/Projects/Bear-Creek-Reservoir-expansion-proposal
https://cwcb.colorado.gov/bearcreeklake
https://coloradosun.com/2024/01/25/bear-creek-lake-expansion-neighborhood-fight-lakewood/
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email
https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir
https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir
https://denverwater.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ccaebb8e0fe8c6b11e0cf2dbb&id=5632cdafcc&e=8acf17440f
https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir/news
https://www.denverwater.org/recreation/gross-resevoir
https://www.denverwater.org/grossreservoir
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email
https://shadowmountainbikepark.com/


Conceptual site plan located at
https://shadowmountainbikepark.com/news/conceptual-site-plans-for-shadow-mountain-bike-
park/
News at https://shadowmountainbikepark.com/news/
Planning & Zoning Record Details
Address: Shadow Mountain Bike Park
Type: Rezoning - Commercial - Planned Development
Case Number: 23-102980RZ 
Application Date: 2023-02-13
Permit Number: 23 102980 000 00 RZ
Case Manager: Dylan Monke - 303-271-8718 - dmonke@co.jefferson.co.us
Description: Special Use Application for Development of a day-use lift-served bike park as a
Class III Commercial Recreation Facility. Acreage: 483.04 Acres

Here’s a link to Jeffco Planning and Zoning, where the new interactive map showing
ongoing applications and permits is located (scroll down to the bottom of the
page):  https://www.jeffco.us/786/Planning-Zoning

Support conservation in Jeffco, donate
here so we can keep doing what we do!

JOIN or RENEW
Know someone who might be
interested in this newsletter?

Subscribe, like, share - forward this
to them, and thank you!

About PLAN Jeffco

In 1972, PLAN Jeffco launched the
citizen's initiative which created the
Jeffco Open Space Program, protecting
more than 70,000 acres comprising 27
parks and more than 270 miles of trails.

Follow us on FACEBOOK

PLAN Jeffco | 24395 Cody Park Road | Golden, CO 80401 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
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