PLAN Jeffco Stewardship Academy
Example Course Curriculum*
Course Schedule
	Week
	Section Title
	Section Topics

	Week 1	Intro to Stewardship Academy & JCOS
	Pre-work, observations on a visit to an Open Space Park
	Getting to know Jefferson County lands, past and present

	Jefferson County Open Space, today & in the future

	Jeffco Open Space Greenprint and Trails Plan

	Benefits of Open Space




	Week 2	Jefferson County Ecology
	Pre-work, select readings from the Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) Survey
	Overview of Jeffco ecoregions and their characteristics

	Land preservation in Jeffco




	Week 3
	Maintaining Healthy Biodiversity and Ecosystems
	Pre-work, journaling or sketches of your nature observations.
	Ecosystem physical components and their inter-relationships

	Ecosystem biological components and their inter-relationships

	Direct and indirect impact of change on the physical ecosystem – climate change, pollution, human constructs

	Direct and indirect impact of change on the aquatic ecosystem, and consequences

	Direct and indirect impact of change on the terrestrial ecosystem, and consequences




	Week 4
	The Visitor Experience
		Pre-work, read “Resource Protection Through Roving” by Mary Ann Bonnell, https://bit.ly/3dNLWWo 

	The Parks, a multi-use system

	People and their impact on the parks

	Courtesy and communication, best practices to keep everyone safe

	Diverse communities




	Week 5
	Visit to Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting
	Pre-work, read the JCOS Greenprint and the meeting agenda, https://www.jeffco.us/3960/References 
	OSAC meeting

	Post-meeting discussion

	Becoming stewards of Open Space




	Week 6
	Taking Care of Our Lands
		Pre-work, become part of the solution by volunteering.

	Different conservation stewardship methodologies

	Being a responsible steward

	Conservation in action: Citizen Science in Jeffco

	Open space in your community




	Week 7
	Stewardship Project
		Pre-work, Conservation Colorado’s Pathways to 30x30, https://bit.ly/2PEtEPr 

	Stewardship Project – hands-on

	Wrap-up & Recognition





Prework Policy
Prior to each class meeting (including the first class) there will be assigned pre-work. We heartily recommend completing the pre-work prior to the class meeting, as this will enhance your understanding and possibly, appreciation, for the material which will be covered in the class.
Attendance Policy
The Stewardship Academy program is seven weeks long. In order to get the most benefit from this program, please ensure that you will be available for all of the classes. There will not be an opportunity to “make up” a missed class, and at this time, we do not plan to record any of the classes. 
Initially, the classes will be held virtually, with the exception of class #7, the Stewardship Project, which will be in-person, in one of the Jeffco Open Space Parks. Therefore, you will need a computing device with both audio and video capability, and a good connection to the Internet.
Eventually, we hope to be able to meet in person, at the Jeffco Open Space offices in Golden. Watch this space for more information about subsequent Stewardship Academy offerings.

* This is a proposed syllabus; section titles and section of topics may change, based on suitability and availability of subject matter experts.
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