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~ appointed by the county com-
" missioners to recommend land
for purchase, has been given the

By JaneTarhox
Transcript Staff Writer
~ Jefferson County residents
will soon be able to reap the
benefits of a one-half per cent
sales tax voted in by the county
last November for the purpose . 4,
of purchasing land for open
space. B

The Jefferson Ccunty Open
Space Advisory Committee,

final go-ahead by the com-

' missioners to 'enter info a

contract: for the first purchase &
of open space land,

Darrell Skelton, chairman of
the commiitee, anmounced -
Tuesday  night's r~
meeting that the fl[’“*
will be 80 acres o=
east of Red ¥

OPEN SPACE

- Look _for Jetterson County Ballot
Question No. 1 (Near end of entire balloh)
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“They're bulldozing that meadow we walk on”
bikes" . . . "There are 'HNo Trespassing'
will the birds go when the marsh is filled in?"

miles to a park"

"We need a green place to ride

signs and fances everywhere” . . . "Where

"1 have to drive the kids two

"City people need to get away from soI1d buildings"®
“"Why can't they leave some land as it is?”

"Guess we'll have to stop tak1ng

open space for granted and do something to save it.

We heard these thoughts, looked around
at the headlong, haphazard growth of
our beautiful county, and wondered:

. . . why no natural open space lands
were being set aside by the county
for the public~-and learned there was
no money to buy them.

. why they could not be zoned--
and learned that conservation zoning
was challenged in the courts by land-
owners as unfair and discriminatory;
in any case, zoning could be changed
at any time.

. . why acreage wasn't being dedi-
cated by developers--and learned
that it was neither required by the
county nor feasible for large tracts
of desirable land,

He Tistened, questioned, and began
searching for answers. The first:
we had to buy our open space.

No one really knew how to do it; 50 we
found our own facts, formed our own
group of enthusiasts, put on our own
campaign.

In a few months PLAN Jeffco convinced
the peopnle that these lands must be
saved now, or not at all, Sounds
simple; it wasn't, It was hard work
and good times and great people.

People: most important of alll It

was people, now and future, who would
benefit from the preserved lands. Above
all, it was the very special people who
made it happen. We were women and men,
Democrats, Republicans and Independents,
activists and theorists and typists, ex-
perienced and newly-ecager, amateurs and
professionals, but all volunteers. A
common threat, a cause, an actign; this
brought us togesther and kept us together
fn an exciting and successful effort.

We are proud, If ocur experiesnce helps
you, be proud with us.

- Caresl Kavrlin







